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DC Small Claims Survival Guide

1. Attempt Resolution: Before filing a lawsuit, demand payment. Attempt to resolve the
dispute through negotiation or mediation.
e The court requires that you request payment from the person you intend to sue.

You must confirm you have done this on the small claim’'s Complaint.

e How do you demand payment? Demand payment in writing either via email or

letter. A sample demand letter is below.

2. Check the Venue and Statute of Limitations: Each court may have different rules
and limits regarding small claims lawsuits.
¢ In general, the statute of limitations for the breach of a written contract in
California is four (4) years from the date the contact was broken.
¢ Your case must be FILED before the statute of limitations expires.
e Venue for a Breach of Contract case, when it isn't specifically written in the
contract is either: Where the defendant lives or does business. \Where the

contract was made. Where the contract is to be (or was) performed.

3. Calculate the amount to sue for:
¢ Calculating the amount to sue for in small claims can be challenging. When
filing a claim, it's important to only seek the amount you are rightfully owed. You
must be able to demonstrate to the judge how you arrived at this amount,

excluding the filing fee.



e Calculate how much to sue for by using your bill: In most cases, the full amount
of your unpaid bill will dictate the amount to sue for (this does not include
interest or other late fees/costs.

e If the defendant is an individual, you can sue for a maximum of $12,500.

e If you are a business (such as a law firm), you can sue for a maximum of $6,250.

4. Prepare Court Forms: Prepare the lawsuit using the Plaintiff's Claim and ORDER to go
to Small Claims Court (SC-100). Please fill them out and provide all relevant information
supporting your claim. Samples of these forms are below but they can also be

downloaded off of your local court website.

5. File the Claim with the Court: Submit the SC-100 Form as well as the required filing
fees. Filing fees vary depending on the court so look up this information on your county
court website.

e The filing fee for a small claim is between $30-$100. If you are unable to afford the
fee, you can request a fee waiver. (Form F\WX/-100)

e If you are suing for $1,500 or less, you will pay the court $30.

« If you are suing for $1,501 and up to $5,000, you will pay the court $50.

e If you are suing for $5,001 and up to $10,000, you will pay the court $75.

o If you are approved by the court to waive your court fees due to low income, you will

not have to pay any fees.

6. POS- Proof of Service: After filing your lawsuit, it is crucial to promptly notify the
Defendant party that they have been sued. This step is essential to ensuring that all
parties are aware of the legal proceedings. This is called serving. The person serving the
lawsuit will prepare and sign a Proof of Service. Ensure that you follow the court's

procedures for filing and serving the claim on the defendant.

e Ask a friend or family member who is at least 18 years old and not involved in the
case to serve your small claims lawsuit. It can be a great cost-effective solution.

Neither you nor someone who works for you can serve your lawsuit.

This should not be considered legal advice and is published soley for informational and educational
purposes. Please consult an attorney for legal advice.



o If you qualify for a waiver of your court fees, the sheriff can serve your documents for
free.

e If you do not qualify for a fee waiver, the sheriff may be able to serve your lawsuit for
a $50 fee, depending on the county where the other party is located.

e You can hire a licensed process server to handle lawsuit serving. Their fee usually
ranges between $75- $125.

e The process server must carefully fill out and sign the Proof of Service, detailing how
the service was done, on whom, where, and when. Then, the process server will give
you the Proof of Service. Make a copy of the Proof of Service and take the original
and the copy to your court clerk right away to file it. You have 60 days to file a Proof
of Service after the lawsuit is filed or else you can be sanctioned or the lawsuit

dismissed for failure to serve.

Gather Evidence: To support your case, gather all relevant evidence and prepare
exhibits. This includes signed medical liens, medical reports, medical bills, invoices,
receipts, communication records, and any other documents that demonstrate the debt

owed to you. Prepare your case by organizing your evidence.

Prepare Evidence: Prepare your case by organizing your evidence and practicing your

presentation. You must submit copies of your evidence to the court and to each party

in your case at least 10 days prior to the hearing.

o Break up the evidence into sections and label them as Exhibits. Such as Exhibit 1:
Signed Medical Liens. Exhibit 2: Medical Records. Exhibit 3: Medical Billing. Exhibit 4:
Demand Letter Exhibit 5: POS- Proof of Service

¢ Prepare 3 packets of the evidence and mark them as exhibits for identification.
¢ You will send one to the opposing counsel and another to the judge for examination.

e Bring your exhibits to the hearing.

This should not be considered legal advice and is published soley for informational and educational
purposes. Please consult an attorney for legal advice.



Q. Attend Court Hearing: Once the claim is filed, you will receive a court date for a

hearing. Prepare your case by organizing your evidence and practicing your

presentation. Be punctual and professional when attending the hearing.

At the initial small claims hearing, lawyers are not permitted! This rule ensures a level
playing field for both parties to seek justice. However, you can seek legal counsel before

or after the court hearing.

TIP: in a breach of contract case, all you must prove is that there was a written contract
(which you do by producing the lien), that it was signed by the Defendant (which you do
by producing the lien signed by the attorney/Defendant), that you fulfilled your
obligations under the contract (which you do by producing the medical records showing
the work you did on lien), that Defendant breached the contract (which you do by
showing the letter demanding payment) and the amount of the damages (which you do
by submitting the medical bill showing the amount you are owed for the work you did). If
you have these documents in order and submitted properly to the court, there will be
little to say at the hearing. Do not get baited into a debate about the quality of your
services, the necessity of your treatment, or any other extraneous arguments. Rely on
the evidence you have submitted, answer the judge's questions respectfully, and then
say nothing else. Also, do not try to bring up things that do not specifically speak to the
things which must be proven (discussed above) such as that the attorney was mean to
you or that they made you some lowball offer or that they didn't respond to your calls or
that the client did or said something you didn't appreciate. None of that mattersin a

breach of contract claim.

10.Present your Case: Present your case clearly and concisely, stick to the facts,

reference the evidence “exhibits”, and be prepared to answer the judge's questions.

11. Receive Judgement: Most small claims hearings in California are typically scheduled
between 30 and 70 days after the lawsuit is filed. You will not receive the verdict at the

initial hearing. Judges will generally decide in a few days after the hearing.

This should not be considered legal advice and is published soley for informational and educational
purposes. Please consult an attorney for legal advice.



Dr. Daniel Cormier, DC
11701 Wilshire Blvd Ste 15B,
Los Angeles, CA 90025
VIA CERTIFIED MAIL
Wynn Swindler, Esq.
2221 E Washington Blvd,
Los Angeles, CA 90021

Re: DEMAND FOR PAYMENT IN 72 HOURS

Our Patient/Your Client : William Victim
Date of Accident : January 1, 2020
Amount of Lien : $1,500.00

Dear Mr. Swindler:

Attached is a copy of the medical lien that you signed and dated. This lien ensures that your office
will compensate us once the case is settled. We know the case has recently been resolved, and our
patient has already received compensation.

We expect you to honor your lien contract, but your delay is causing us concern. Therefore, we
demand full and immediate payment of $1,500 (please refer to the attached copies of the signed
medical liens, bills and reports). We trust that you are familiar with the provisions of the Rules of
Professional Conduct of the State Bar of California. The Bar holds you accountable as a fiduciary
for the funds collected in this case.

If payment is not made, we will have no choice but to file a lawsuit against you and your firm. We
would rather not take these measures, but we will do so unless we receive the payment within 72
hours from the date of this letter.

Sincerely,

Dr. Daniel Cormier, DC

This should not be considered legal advice and is published soley for informational and educational
purposes. Please consult an attorney for legal advice.



sSC.100 | IFé!].'.tinti’l‘l"s Claim and ORDER Glerk stamps date here when form is filed.
| @OE@ tephiall Claims Court

Notice to the person being sued:

* You are the defendant if your name is listed in (2) on page 2 of this form or
on form SC-100A. The person suing you is the plaintiff, listed in (1)
on page 2.

* You and the plamntiff must go to court on the tnal date hsted below. If you
do not go to court, you may lose the case. If you lose, the court can order
that your wages, money, or property be taken to pay this claim.

- Brnng witnesses, receipts, and any evidence you need to prove your case.

- Read thus form and all pages attached to understand the claim agamst you
and to protect your nghts.

Fill in cowt name and stresf sodress:
Superior Court of California, County of

Aviso al Demandado:

* Usted es el Demandado 51 su nombre fisura en @ de la pagina 2 de este
formulario, o en el formulario SC-100A. La persona que lo demanda es el
Demandante, la que figura en (1) de la pagina 2.

- Usted y el Demandante tienen que presentarse en la corte en la fecha del Cowrt fils in case number whan form is Med.
Jucio ndicada a continuacion. 51 no se presenta, puede perder el caso. 51 Case Number
prerde el caso, la corte podria ordenar que le quiten de su sueldo, dinero u
otros bienes para pagar este reclamo.

- Lleve testigos, recibos v cualquuer otra prueba que necesite para probar su caso

Case Mame:
- Lea este formmlano y todas las paginas adjuntas para entender la demanda

en su confra y para proteger sus derechos.
Order to Go to Court

The people in (1) and (2) must attend court: (Clerk fills out section below.)

Trial | Date Time Department Name and address of court, if different from above
Date

2.

3.

Date: Cletk, by . Deputy

Instructions for the person suing:

Do not use this form to recover COVID-19 rental debt, whach 15 impaid rent or other financial ebligations under a

tenancy due between March 1, 2020, and September 30, 2021. (See Code of Civil Procedure, §1179.02.) To recover

COVID-19 rental debt, use form SC-300, Plainfiff's Claim and ORDER to Go fo Small Claims Couwrt.

» You are the plaintiff. The person you are suing 1s the defendant.

« Before you fill out this form, read form SC-100-INFO. Information for the Plaintiff. to know your rights. You can get
form SC-100-INFO at any courthouse or county law hibrary, or go to www.courts. ca gov/forms.

= Fill out pnﬂe-s 2, 3, and 4 of this form. Make copies of all the pages of this form and any attachments—one for each
party named 1n this case and an extra copy for yourself. Take or mail the onginal and the copies to the court clerk’s
office and pay the filimg fee. The clerk will wmte the date of your tnal m the box above. Your court may allow
electronic filing. Check your local court website for information: www.courts.ca. gov/ find-ny-court him.

» You must have someone at least 18—not you or amyone else listed in this case—give each defendant a court-stamped
copy of all pages of this form and any pages thus form tells you to attach. There are special mles for “serving,” or
delivering, this form to public entities, associations, and some businesses. See forms 5C-104, 5C-104B, and SC-104C

* (o to court on vour trial date listed above. Bring witnesses, receipts, and any evidence you need to prove your case.

Judicial Cound] of Calomiks, mwi.CoUTs ca.0ov inti i SC-100, Page 1 of
— ey Zoun Plaintiff's Claim anld ORDER . Pap
Ciode of Civil Procedre, 56 196,110 et seq., to Go to Small Claims Court -

198 ¥ 198 AN



Plaintiff iTist names): Case Number:

®

The plaintiff (the person, business, or public entity that is suing) is:
Name: Phone:
Street address:
Street City State  Zp

Mailing address (if different):

Email address (if available):
If more than one plaintiff, list next plaintiff here:
Name: Phone:

Street address:
Street Gity Stae  Zip
Mailing address (if different).

Streef City State

Street City Siste
Email address {if available):

[l Check here if more than two plaintiffs and attach form SC-1004.

[l Check here if either plaintiff listed above is doing business under a fictitious name and attach form SC-103

[l Check here if any plaintiffis a “licensee” or “deferred deposit originator” (payday lender) under Financial
Code sections 23000 ef seq.

The defendant (the person, business, or public entity being sued) is:

Mame- Phone:
Sirest address:
Sireet City Szt Zip
Mailing address (if different):
Street City Sitate  Zip

If the defendant is a corporation, limited liability company, or public entity, list the person
or agent authorized for service of process here:

Name: Job title. if knowm:

Address:
Sireef Cily Siafe  Zip
[ Check here if your case is against more than one defendant and attach form SC-1004.

[1 Check here if any defendant is on active military duty and write defendant s name here:

The plaintiff claims the defendant owes $ . (Explain below and on next page.)

{Note: A claim for COVID-19 rental debt cannot be made on this form. Use form
SC-500. Plaintiff" s Claim and ORDEE. to Go to Small Claims Court (COVID-19 Rental Debt). )

a. Why does the defendant owe the plamtff money?




Plamtiff list names): Case Number:

(3) b. When did this happen? (Date):
If no specific date, give the time peniod: Date started: Through:

€. How did you calculate the money owed to you? (Do not include cowrt costs or fees for service.)

[ Check here if you need more space. Attach one sheet of paper or form MC-031 and write “SC-100, Item 3" at
the top.

You must ask the defendant (in person, in writing, or by phone) to pay you before you
sue. If your claim is for possession of property, you must ask the defendant to give you
the property. Have you done this?

[] Yes ] Mo If no, explain why not:

Why are you filing your claim at this courthouse?
This courthonse covers the area fehsck the one that applies):

a. [ (1) Where the defendant lives or does business. {4) Where a contract (wntten or spoken) was made,

(2) Where the plamtff s property was damaged. signed performed or broken by the defendant or
(3) Where the plamtff was mjured. where the defendant lived or did business when the
defendant made the contract.

b. [[] Where the buyer or lessee signed the contract, lives now, or lived when the contract was made, if this claim,
15 about an offer or contract for personal, fanuly, or household goods, services, or loans. (Code Civ. Proc.,
§393(b).)

¢. [ Where the buyer signed the contract, lives now, or lived when the contract was made, if this claim is about a
retail installment contract (like a credit card). (Civ. Code, § 1812.10)

d [ Where the buyer signed the contract, lives now, or lived when the contract was made, or where the vehicle is
permanently garaged, if this claim 15 about a vehicle finance sale. (Civ. Code, § 29844

e. [ ] Other (specifi):

@ List the zip code of the place checked in (5) above (if vou kmow)-

Is your claim about an attorney-client fee dispute? [] Yes [ No
Ifyes, and if you have had arbitration, fill out form 5C-101, attach it fo this form, and check here: []

@ Are you suing a public entity? []Yes [] No



Plamtff (Tist names): Case Number:

9 Have you filed more than 12 other small claims within the last 12 months in California?
[] Yes [] No Ifyes, the filing fee for this case will be higher.

@ Is your claim for more than $2,5007 [ Yes [0 No
If you answer yes, you also confirm that you have not filed, and you understand that you may net file, more than two
small claims cases for more than 52,500 in California during this calendar year.

11) 1 understand that by filing a claim in small claims court, | have no right to appeal this
claim.

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of Califormia that the mformation above and on any
attachments to this form 15 true and correct.

Diate:

Plaintiff types or prints name here Flaintiff signs here

Date:

Second plainfiff types or prints name here second plaintiff signs here

Requests for Accommodations

Assistive listening systems, computer-assisted real-ime captioning, or sign langmage mterpreter
services are available if you ask at least five days before the tnal. For these and other accommedations,
contact the clerk™s office for form MC-410. Disability Accommodation Reguest (Civ. Code, § 54.8.)




SC-100 Information for the defendant (the person being sued)

"Small claims court” is a special court where claims for
312,500 or less are decided. Individuals, including "natural
persons" and sole proprietors, may daim wp to 51.2,500.
Corporations, partnerships, public entities, and other businesses
are limited to claims of 36,250, (See below for exceptions.*) The
process is quick and cheap. The rules are simple and informal.
‘fiou are the defendamé—the person being sued. The person who is
suing you is the plaimfiff

Do | need a lawyer? You may talk to a lawyer before or after

the case. But you may not have a lawyer represent you im court
{unless this is an appeal from a small daims case).

How do | get ready for court? vou don't have to file any
papers before your trial, unless you think this is the wrong court for

your case. But bring to your trial any witnesses, receipts, and
evidence that suppaort your case. And read "Be Prepared for Your

Trial” at www. cowrts ca gov'omallclsimsforepars.

What if | need an accommaodation? i you have a
dizability or are hearing impaired, fill out form MC-310. Dizghiliy
Accommodation Reguest Give the form io your court derk or the
ADAMAceess Coordinator.

What if | don’t speak English well? Ask the court clerk
as soon as passible for a court-provided interpreter. You may use

form INT-300. Request for inferprefer [Caqll or a local couwrt form
to request an interpreter. If a court interpreter is unavailable for

your frial, it may be necessary to reschedule your trial. You camnot
bring your own interpreter for the trial unless the interpreter has
been approved by the court as a cerified, registered, or
provisionally qualified interpreter. (See Cal Rules of Court, rule
2883, and form [NT-140.)

Where can | get the court forms | need? Go to any
courthouse or your county law library, or print forms at

www. courts o3 gowforms,

What happens at the trial? The judge will listen to both
sides. The judge may make a decision at your trial or mail the
decision to you later

What if | lose the case? if you lose, you may appeal. You'll
hawve to pay a fee. (Flaintiffs cannot appeal their cwn claims. )

« [f you were at the tral, file form SC-140, Nofice of Appeall, You
muust file within 30 days after the clerk hands or mails you the

judge's decision (judgment) on form SC-200 or form SC-130,
Motice of Cniry of Judgment,

= [f you were nof at the trial, fill out and file form SC-135, Nofice of
Mofion fo Vacale judgment snd Declaraion, to ask the judge to
cancel the judgment (decision). If the judge does not give you a
new trial, you have 10 days o appeal the decision. File form
=C-140.
For more information on appeals, see www cowrts cg Qo
=malcizimsiapneals.

* Prove this is the wrong court. Send a letter to the court
before your trial explaining why you think this is the wrong court.
Ask the court to dismiss the claim. You must serve (give) a copy
of your letter (by mail o in person) to all parties. (Your lefter o
the court must say you have done so.)

= 30 to the trial and try to win your case. Bring
witnesses, receipts, and any evidence you need to prove your
case. To have the court order a witness to go to the trial, fill out

form SC-107. Small Cigime Subpoens and Deolarsdion,

and have it served on the witness.

= Sue the person who is suing you. If you have a daim
against the plaintiff, and the claim is appropriate for small claims
court as described on this form, you may file Defendant’s Claim
(form SC-120) and bring the claim in this action. If your claim is
for more than allowed in small claims court, you may still file it in
small claims court if you give up the amount over the small
claims value amount, or you may file a claim for the full value of
the cdaim in the appropriate court. If your claim is for more than
allowed in small daims court and relates to the same contract,
transaction, matter, or event that is the subject of the plaintiffs
claim, you may file your claim in the appropriate court and file a
miotion to transfer the plaintiffs claim to that court to resolve
both matiers together. Youw can see a desenption of the amounts
allowed in the paragraph above, titled “Small Claims Court."™

» Agree with the plaintiff's claim and pay the
money. Or, if you can't pay the money now, go to your trial
and say you wani to make paymenis.

= Let the case "default.” If you don't setile and do not go o
the trial (default), the judge may give the plaintiff what he or she
is asking for plus court costs. If this happens, the plaintiff can
legally take your money, wages, and propeny to pay the
judgment.

What if | need more time?

f'ou can change the irial date if:

= “ou cannot go to court on the scheduled date (you will have to
pay a fee to postpone the trial), or

= You did not get senved (receive this order to go o court) at least
15 days before the trial {or 20 days if you live outside the
county).

Ask the Small Claims Clerk about the rules and fees for

postponing & trial. O fill out form SC-150 (or write a letier) and

mail it to the court and to all other people listed on your court

papers before the deadline. Enclose a check for your court fees,
unless a fee waiver was granted.

Meed help?
our county's Small Claims Advisor can help for free.

[ES—



SC-100 Informacion para el demandado (la persona demandada)

La "Corte de reclamos menores” s una corte especial donds se
deciden casos por $12.500 o menos. Los individuos, o sea las
“personas fisicas” y los propietarios por cuenta propia, pueden
reclamar hasia $12.500. Las corporaciones. asociaciones, entidades
publicas y otras empresas solo pueden reclamar hasta 36,250, (Vea
abajo para las excepciones.”) El proceso &5 rapido y econdmico. Las
reglas son sencillas & informales. Usted es el Demandado—a
persona que s esta demandando. La persona gue lo esta
demandando es el Demandante.

iMecesito un abogado? Puede hablar con un abogado antes o
despues oel caso. Pero no pusde tener a un abogado que lo
represente ante |a corte (3 menos que se trate de una apelacion de un
caso de reclamos menores)

zComo me preparo para ir a la corte? Mo tiene que presentar
ningun documento antes del juicio, a menos que piense que ésta es la
corte equivocada para su caso. Pero Beve al juicio cualguier testigos,
recibos y pruebas que apoyan su caso. Y kea “Esté preparado para su
Juicio” en wew courts.ca.gowreclamosmenoresprepars se.

i Gue hago si necesito una modificacion? Sitiens una
discapacidad o tiene impedimentos de audicion, llens el formulario
MC-210, Soliciud de modificaciones para discapacidad. Entregue el
formulario al secretario de la corte o al Coordinador de AccesalADA
de su corte.

i Gue pasa si no hablo bien inglés? Solicite un intérprete al
secretario de la corte lo mas pronto posible. Puede usar el formulario
INT-300 o un formulario de su corte local. Sino esta disponible un
intérprete de ka corte para su juicio. es posible gue se tenga que
cambiar |a fecha de su juicio. Mo pusde llevar su propio interprete
para el juicio a menos gue &l intérprete haya sido aprobado por la
corte como un intérprete certificado, registrado, o provisionalments
calficado. (Vea la regla 2.883 de las Reglas de la Corte de California,
y &l formulario INT-140.)

;Donde puedo obtener los formularios de la corte que necesito?
Vaya a cualguier edificio de la corte, |a biblioteca legal de su condado,
o imprima los formulanos en waw. courts.ca_gov/smallclaims forms
(pagina esta en inglés).

i Gue pasa en el juicio? El juez escuchara a ambas partes. El juez

puede tomar su decision durants la audiencia o enwviarsela por comeo

despues.

;Gue pasa si pierdo el caso? Sipierde, puede apelar. Tendra que

pagar una cuota. (El Demandante no puede apelar su propic reclamao. )

. Si estuvo presente en &l picio, llene el formulario SC-140, Aviso de
apelacion (Notice of Appeal). Tiene que presentarc dentro de 30
dias despues de que el secretanio le enfregue o envie |a decision
(falo) del juez en el formulano SC-200 o SC-130, Aviso de
publicacion del falle (Motice of Entry of Judgment).

« Simo estuvo en el juicio, llens y presente el formadario SC-135,
Aviso de petisicn para anular el falle y Declaracion para pedide al
ez que anule = fallo [decision). Sila corte no le otonga un nuevo
jpuicio, tiene 10 dias para apelar la decision. Presente el formulario
SC-140.

. . v .
Paprs mbramar mrme imemrrmmeerm sees |2 =seslssiemm e spme

+ Probar que es la corte equivocada. Envie una carta a la corte
antes del juicio explicando por qué cree que es la corte
equivocada. Pidake a |a corte que despida el reclamo. Tiene que
entregar (dar) una copia de su carts (por comeo o &n persona) a
todas las partes. (Su carta a la corte tiene que decir que hizo la
entrega.)

= Ir al juicio y tratar de ganar el ¢aso. Ueve testigos, recibos y
cualquier prusba gue necesite para probar su caso. 51 desea que
la corte emita una orden de comparecencia para que los testigos
vayan al juicio, llens &l formulane SC-107, Cialono de reclamos
menares (Small Claims Subpoena) y enfréguesslo legalmente a
testigo.

- Demandar a la persona que lo demanda. Si tiene un reclamo
contra &l Demandante, v el reciamo se puede presentar en la
corte de reclames menaores, tal como se describe en esie
formulanio, puede presentar el formulano SC-120, Reclamo del
demandado (Defendant’'s Claim) y presentario en este mismo
caso. Sisu reclamo excede el lmite permitido en la corte de
reclamos menores, puede iguamente presentaro en la core de
reclamos menores si esta dispuesio a limitar su reclamo al
maximo permitide, o puede presentar un reclamo por el monto
total en |a corte apropiada. Si su reclamo excede el limite
permitide en la corte de reclamos menores y esta relacionado con
el misme contrato, fransaccion, asunto o acontecimiento que el
reclamo del Demandante, pusds presentar su recamo en la conte
apropiada y presentar una miocion para transferr el reclamo del
Cemandante a dicha corie, para poder resofver los dos reclamos
juntos. Pusde ver una descripcion de kos montos permitidos en el
pamafo anterior titulado “Corte de reclamos mencres”.

- Aceptar el reclamo del Demandante y pagar el diners. O, sino
pueds pagar &n ese momento, vaya al juicio v diga que quiers
hacer los pagos a plazos.

= Mo ir al juicio y aceptar el fallo por falta de comparecencia. Si
no llega a un acuerdo con el Demandante y no va al juicio {falle
por falta de comparecencia), el juez le pusde oforgar al
Demandante ko que esta reclamando mas bos costos de la corte.
En es= caso, el Demandante legalments puede tomar su dinero,
su sueldo o sus bienes para cobrar el fallo.

iGug hago si necesito mas iempo? Pusds cambiar la fecha del

uicio si;

« Mo pueds ir a la corte en ka fecha programada (tendra que pagar
una cucta para aplazar el picio), o

« Mo le entregaron los documentos legalmente {no reciio ka orden
para ir a la corte) por lo menos 15 dias antes del juicio (3 20 dias
si vive fuera del condado).

Pregunizle al secretario de reclamos menores sobre las reglas v las

cuotas para aplazar un juicio. O llens el formularic SC-150 (o escrba

una carta) y enviels antes del plazo a la corte y a todas las ofras
personas que figuran en sus papeles de la corte. Adunte un cheque
para pagar kos costos de 3 corte, a menos que le hayan dado una

EXEncion.

iMecesita ayuda? El Asesor de Reclamos Menores de su




m Request to Waive Court Fees CONFIDENTIAL

Cierk sismps date here when form is filed

If you are getting public benefits, are a low-income person, or do not have
encugh income to pay for your household’s basic needs and your court fees, you
may use this form to ask the court to warve your court fees. The court may order
you to answer questions about your finances. If the court waives the fees, you
may still have to pay later if-

*You cannot give the court proof of your eligibility, il in court name and sireel address:

* Your financial situation mmproves dunng this case, or _ Superior Court of California, County of

= You settle your civil case for 510,000 or more. The trial court that waives
your fees will have a lien on any such settlement in the amowunt of the
warved fees and costs. The court may also charge you any collection costs.

@ Your Information (persen asking the cowrt to waive the fees):

Name:
Street or mailing address: Fill in case number and name-
City: State: Zip: :
Phone. Case Number:
@ Your Job, if yvou have one {job fitle):
Case Name:

Name of employer:
Employer’'s address:

@ Your Lawyer, if you have one (name, firm or affiliation, address, phone number, and State Bar number):

a. The lawyer has agreed to advance all or a portion of your fees or costs (check ong): Yes [ Neo []
b. (If yes, your lawyer must sign hers) Lawyer's signature:

If your lawyer is not providing legal-aid type services based on your low income, you may have fo go fo a
hearing to explain why you are asking the cowrt to waive the fees.
G‘l What court's fees or costs are you asking to be waived?
[0 Supenor Court (See Information Sheet on Waiver of Superior Court Fees and Costs (form FW-001-INFO).)
[ Supreme Court, Court of Appeal, or Appellate Divizion of Superior Court (See Information Sheet on Waiver of
Appellate Court Fees (form APP-015FW-015-INFO).)
@ Why are you asking the court to waive your court fees?
a. [ Irecewve (check all that apply; see form FW-001-INFO for definitions):
[1 Food Stamps [ ]| Supp. Sec. Inc. [] S5P [ Medi-Cal [ | County Relief'Gen. Assist. [| IHSS
[ CalWOEKS or Tmbal TANF [ CAPI ] WIC [ Unemployment
b. [ My gross monthly household income (before deductions for taxes) 1s less than the amount listed below. (If
vou check 5b, you must fill out 7, § and 9 on page 2 of this form.)
Family Size | Family Income | Family Size | Family Income | Family Size | Family Income | If more than & peaple
1 52.510.00 3 §4,303.34 5 55,005 .67 at home, add F508.67




Y our name:

Case Humber:

If you checked 3a on page 1, do not fill out below. If you checked 3b, fill out questions 7, 8, and 9 only.
If you checked 3¢, you must il out this entire page. If you need more space, attach form MC-023 or attach a
sheef of paper and write Financial Informafion and yvour name and case number at the fop.

(Mo

@ Your Gross Monthly Income
a List the source and amount of amy income you get each manth,

the past 12 months.

including: wages or other income from work before deductions,
spousalichild support. retirement. social security, disabdity,
unemployment, militany basic allowance for quarers (BAG),
veterans payments, dividends, interest, tnust income, annuities,
net business or rental income, resmbursement for job-related
expenses, gambling or lofeny winnngs, ic.
(1)
21
3
(=4}
b ¥our total monthly income:

LTI I I T ]

@ Household Income

A List the mcome of all other persons living in yowr home whi
depend in whole or in part on you for support, or on whom you
depend in whole or in part for supgort.

Gross Monthly
Mame Ape Relationship Income
i) 3
21 3
i3 3
) 3

b Total monthly income of persons above: 3

Total monthly income and

household income (8b plus 9k): 3

a
b.

Check here if your income changes a bot from mionth to mondh. @ Your Money and Property
If it dioes, comiplete the form basaed on your average income for

Cash 5
All financial accounts (Lisf bank name and amount);
{1] 5
12l 5
2 5

Cars, boats. and other vehicles i Market
air How Much You

Make | Year Value Still Qwe

{1 ] 5

2 3 5

3 ] 5

Real estate Fair Markst How Much You
Address Value Siill Owwe

{1 5 5

2 ] 5

e. Oiher personal property (jewelny, furniture, furs,

stocks, bonds, efc.):

Fair Market How Much Yiou

Descrbe Valus Shill O
i) 3 3
2 ] ]

@ Your Monthly Deductions and Expenses
a

= ol = T = N =

. Rent or house payment & maintenance
. Food and household supplies
. Ltiities and telephones

. Medizal and dental expenses
. Insurance (life, health, accident, ez}

- Trarsooriston. ozs swio renar and isursnes

List any payroll deduciions and the monthly armount below:
(1]
(2]
&
(4]

AA A R A

Clothing
Laundry and cleaning

Sehool, chid care
Child, spowsal support (another mamage)

E N S R L R e )



This should not be considered legal advice and is published soley for informational and educational
purposes. Please consult an attorney for legal advice.



